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Urban tree canopy helps reduce noise pollution, 
filter air and water, reduce storm water runo�, 
reduce energy use, and provide animal habitat 
and shade. As a result, tree canopy help support 
healthier neighborhoods with greater economic 
value. About 35% of the Town’s land area is 
beneath tree canopy, which is comparable to 
the tree canopy areas of the City of Roanoke 
and City of Salem. The 2024 Roanoke Valley 
Urban Tree Canopy Assessment indicated that 
about 32% of Vinton’s land area is suitable for 
additional tree planting to increase the canopy.

Vinton consists of both the natural and built environments. The natural environment refers to spaces that are mostly 
undeveloped. While none of Vinton’s land is una�ected by human activity, there are still many natural features that 
merit protection, such as the streams and steep hillsides with tree canopy. The built environment constitutes most of 
the Town’s land area. It includes buildings, streets, and parking areas. It is typically characterized by how land is used, 
such as residential, commercial, industrial, or mixed use.

It is important that Towns like Vinton strive for balance between 
the built and natural environments. Both are essential for a thriving 
and healthy community. Natural areas are important for absorbing 
stormwater, providing shade that cools temperatures, and providing 
habitat for animal and plant life. The built environment is the place 
where social and economic interactions occur and the degree to 
which the built environment fosters interactions among Vinton’s 
residents is important for economic development and quality of life. 
However, people also need nature and the ability to retreat to the 
Town’s greenways, parks, and natural areas is highly important to the 
health of the Town’s residents. 


